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February 09, 2020 

Minutes 

Present:  Barbara Cascio, Barbara Temple, Betty Hodges, Gerald Dawson, Harry Scott, Danny Lucas, 

Marilyn Koerber, Mary Wrighten, Vanessa Riley 

Absent:  Audrey Brown, Brian Smith, Ervena Faulkner, Telie Etheridge, Margie Fennell, Pete Hagood, 

Richard Drake, Susie Fripp Gordon, Deborah Walsh, Esther Black, Ethel Denmark 

Staff:  Ashley Young, Meyoka Griffin, Rhonda Lowther, Vickie Sigman, Kathy Luca, Karen Anderson, 

Dieesha Hicks, Rhonda Hiott, Zoe Perpall, Sabrena Graham 

Guests:  Evelyn Fernandez, Laura Davis 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by LCOG appointed Chairman Mr. Gerald Dawson. The 

motion to approve the minutes of the December 09, 2020 meeting was made by Mr. Gerald 

Dawson and approved by Betty Hodges and Mary Wrighten. All in favor. 

Old Business 

Ashley Young offered a follow-up on the 2020 SCDOA Fiscal Monitoring stating that the 

AAA received the findings from the November 2020 SCDOA Fiscal Monitoring Visit in 

January and have since submitted the required information to SCDOA. The two areas of 

concern were: 

1. Lowcountry AAA Policy and Procedures manual- 

Verbiage pertaining to the meals served under the Nutrition Program stated The 

Home Delivered meal program is not a free meal program; it has a contribution 

component built into it. 

Now reads:  Title III programs may accept voluntary contributions from 

participants.  

 

2. Subcontractor Agreement Section 20 “The AAA shall pay the contractor within 

thirty (30) days of the presentation of a valid invoice, provided that all monthly 

reports and invoices are submitted and funds have been received from South 

Carolina Department on Aging 

Now reads:  The AAA shall pay the contractor within thirty (30) days of the 

presentation of a valid invoice, provided that all monthly reports and invoices are 

submitted.  

 

All contracted providers have returned signed revised contracts acknowledging the changes. 

 

Question posed: N/A 
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New Business  

 

Karen Anderson updated the LAAC that the local contracted providers have moved in the direction 

of offering services via virtual platform. She stated that while some are at the beginning stages others 

are producing results but all are well and that this effort presents a Volunteer opportunity to the 

LAAC members.  

 Meyoka Griffin introduced Ms. Zoe Perpall as the newest member of the Ombudsman team. Ms.    

 Perpall has moved from the AAA Assessment Team. She will serve as the Disability and Special 

 Needs and Dept of Mental Health Long Term Care Ombudsman. 

 

Question posed: N/A 

Mr. Dawson reflected on the social impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and that it is good to know 

that LCOG and providers have adapted as best as possible to uphold programs and services as 

usual as possible. 
 

Presentations: 

1. Talk Saves Lives for Seniors 

Vanessa Riley, South Carolina Associate Area Director, American Foundation for Suicide 

Prevention SC Chapter 

• www.hope.connectsyou.org  
• https://afsp.org/chapter/afsp-south-carolina/   

• Suicide Prevention Line: 1.800. 273.TALK 

• Crisis Text Line:  Text TALK to 741741 

• AFSP_Talk_Brochure, attached. 

Question posed:  

Ms. Sabrena Graham asked if there is a reason that the 65yr+ statistics indicate that Men are more 

likely to attempt suicide as opposed to women. 

Ms. Riley shared that Men have a greater access to weapons whereas women tend to utilize an 

overdose method. 

2. COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution: The Process  

Laura Davis, MCM Coordinator, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, S.C. Dept. of Health & 

Environmental Control   (843) 637-7786   davisls@dhec.sc.gov  

• www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/health-systems-communication-toolkit.html 

• https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/Build-Healthcare-Personnel-

Confidence.pdf 

• https://scdhec.gov/covid19/covid-19-vaccine  

• Vaccine Information Line  866.365.8110 

http://www.hope.connectsyou.org/
https://afsp.org/chapter/afsp-south-carolina/
mailto:davisls@dhec.sc.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/health-systems-communication-toolkit.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/Build-Healthcare-Personnel-Confidence.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/Build-Healthcare-Personnel-Confidence.pdf
https://scdhec.gov/covid19/covid-19-vaccine
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Question posed:  

1. Ms. Betty Hodges asked when a safe time to accept the Vaccine after a positive COVID-19 

diagnosis. 

Ms. Davis responded that once a patient is beyond the “contagious period”, it is believed that the 

patient would be immune for the first 90 days, therefore, this decision would be left to the patient, 

unless the patient is actively sick. 

 

She also addressed hesitance of the vaccine to say that if a patient has any health concerns or 

allergy concerns, the patient should discuss the concern with the Primary Care Provider. Immunity 

does not start until 1-2 weeks following the second dose.  

 

2. Harry Scott if supply is not meeting demand, will DHEC still move from phase 1a to 1b? 

Also does the age and/or community high risk community have any privilege in scheduling when 

we move to 1b? 

Ms. Davis responded that she does not know a start date for phase 1b and that it is her 

understanding that DHEC will meet a certain threshold before moving to phase 1b.  

As for priority scheduling, she is unsure if providers are utilizing this option. At DHEC, slots are 

not held, as the scheduling is 1st come 1st serve. 

 

3. In regards to hesitancy and distrust of the Vaccine, Mr. Gerald Dawson referenced the 

Tuskegee Experiment and the prevalent fear that communities of color may exhibit to pose the 

question: What, if anything  is DHEC doing to dispel the myth about the Tuskegee Experiment 

and the COVID-19 vaccine rollout and distribution process  to the point where DHEC would 

take the position of showing that the Tuskegee Experiment limited to some black men whereas 

COVID-19 Vaccination is targeted to the general population. 

 

Ms. Davis responded that she is unaware of any specifics that correlate the Tuskegee Experiment 

and the COVID-19 Vaccination rollout and distribution process. She does however note that 

DHEC is working with local community leaders and church leaders within populations throughout 

the state, that tend to have a little more hesitancy with vaccines, partially related to the Tuskegee 

Experiment. DHEC is seeking insight from partners to gain information and reach out to 

communities and minimize the distrust between communities and government and are actively 

working with leaders of communities and denominations in utilizing appropriate messaging 

tactics.  

 

Ms. Davis offered to share with her outreach team Mr. Dawson’s opinion that he feels as if it 

would be beneficial to DHEC to address the Tuskegee Experiment and compare it to COVID-19 

Vaccine awareness/ distrust efforts.  

 

4. Ms. Sabrena asked what if anything, that DHEC can do to make the vaccine more accessible to 

older adults, as some cannot withstand long telephone registration wait lines or they do not 

have internet accessibility and/or capabilities. i.e. What other efforts are DHEC implementing 

to reach people in the rural areas? 

 

Ms. Davis is aware of FQOHC’s, the office of Rural Health and other partners to gain information 

and target people who do not have access. DHEC has implemented a new Vaccine Information 

line and increased staff as well as providers to help alleviate impediments.  
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5. Ms. Graham has asked if DHEC has plans to offer mobile units in communities where 

leadership has endorsed the effort.  Ms. Davis is not aware of any mobile units to-date that 

offer Vaccines as was done for Testing, but anticipates it as DHEC rolls out beyond healthcare 

in phase 1a.  

 

Closing remarks 

 

Chairman Dawson thank all of the attendees and asked that we all be vigilant in our efforts to deal 

with this pandemic and to encourage everyone to get ahead of this pandemic and stop the spread 

of the virus.  

 

 

Adjourn 

 

 

       

                The next LAAC meeting is scheduled May 12, 2021 (barring any special meetings). 


